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WE CLAIM 

^r- flr"d±tctr" f orming apparatus"^^nrpr^rsl-^^ 

a hopper having a front end and a rear end joined by a pair 
of side members, an outer surface, an inner surface, an open top, 
and an open bottom; 

a fiAst frame member attached to the front end of the 
hopper, the Yirst frame member having a first pair of wheels 
attached thereto; 

a second f r&me member attached to the rear end of the 
hopper, the second^frame member having a second pair of wheels 
attached thereto; 

an extension extending downwardly from the open bottom 
proximate the front ends, the extension having a pair of sloped 
side edges joined by a fiat bottom edge; and 

a skid attached to the rear end, the skid having a pair of 
-s4^e d— si-de— si±r-fi^ t bottom surface. _ 

2. The ditch forming apparatus as in claim 1 further comprising 
a tongue attached to the first frame member, the tongue adapted 
to be attached to a locomotion device. 

The ditch forming apparatus as in '"cl^ilrrt^^ 
compriTs'iiKj : 

a first ^a^r of stanchions slidably attached to the first 
frame member in spacfed apart fashion, the first pair of 
stanchions capable of beihq secured in a fixed position relative 
to the first frame member; anc 





a seconcKpair of stanchions slidably attached to the second 
frame member in spaced apart fashion, the second pair of 
stanchions capable ofNoeing secured in a fixed position relative 
^to^"t"lTe~~s-eeeFi-d-^ f-ra-me— me-rahaEj 
5 4. The ditch forming apparatus as in claim 1 wherein the open 
top is larger than the open bottom. 

5. The ditch forming apparatus as in claim 1 wherein the hopper 
has an upper section and a lower section wherein the upper 
section is wider than the lower section. 
10 6. The ditch forming apparatus as in claim 1 further comprising 
| at least one brace extending between the front end and the rear 
if end. 
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y 7. The ditch forming apparatus as in claim 6 further comprising 

is 

?! a chain attached to the brace. 

[| a baffle removably positioned within the hopper. 
3 9- A dr^ch forming apparatus comprising: 

a hoppek having, a front end and a rear end joined by a 
first side and a\ second side, an outer surface, an inner surface, 
20 an open top, and a\ open bottom having an outer periphery that 
has a front edge that\terminates the front end, a first edge that 
terminates the first side, a rear edge that terminates the rear 
end, and a second edge thak terminates the second side; 
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a frrst frame member attached to the front end of the 
hopper, theVirst frame member having a first pair of wheels 
attached thereto; 

a second frake member attached to the rear end of the 
5 hopper, the second frame member having a second pair of wheels 
attached thereto; 

an extension extending downwardly from the front edge and 
that has a bottom peripheryNwith a first portion that extends 
diagonally downwardly, a second portion that extends generally 
10 horizontally, and a third portiok that extends diagonally 
11 upwardly; and 
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a skid attached to the rear end, \he skid having a first 


yj section that is generally parallel with the first portion a 


U! second section that is generally parallel with the third portion, 

K15 joined by a medial portion that is generally parallel with the 

CM 


III 10. The ditch forming 
a tongue attached to th 
to be attached to a locomo 

comprising 



as in claim 9 further comprising 
frame member, the tongue adapted 
device . 


a firstN^air of stanchions slidably attached to the first 
frame member in s^ced apart fashion, the first pair of 
stanchions capable of bfelng secured in a fixed position relative 
25 to the first frame member; 
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a second pHr of stanchions slidably attached to the second 
frame member in spaced apart fashion, the second pair of 
stanchions capable of t^ing secured in a fixed position relative 
.to the, -spnonrl frnmn n^mh^r* 

12. The ditch foAdng apparatus as in claim 9 wherein the open 
top is larger than She open bottom. 

13. The ditch forming apparatus as in claim 9 wherein the hopper 
has an upper sectiony£&d |\.ower section wherein the upper 
section is wider thfnVtl^/jfcwer section. 

14. The ditch f orminga^Jaratus as in claim 9 further comprising 
at least one brace extendi^ between the front end and the rear 
end. 

15. The ditch forming apparatus as in claim 14 further 
comprising a chain attached toVthe brace, 

Ttre~ ditcn "forming 1 ""appa-f^fra-s — a-s — ±n — elra-jrm 9 furfe h< 
a bAffle removably positioned within the hopper. 
17. ANjiethod of^^ming^a^j,tch_comprising the steps of: 
placing a pair of coextensive forms on the ground; 
providing a ditch forming apparatus having a hopper having, 
a front end and\ rear end joined by a pair of side members, an 
outer surface, andVnner surface, an open top, an open bottom, a 
first frame member attached to the front end of the hopper, the 
first frame member havin\ a first pair of wheels attached thereto 
and a second frame member attached to the rear of the hopper, the 
second frame member having a s^qond pair of wheels attached 
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thereto, an extension extending downwardly from the open bottom 
proximate the front erid, the extension having a pair of sloped 
side edges joined by a fl^ bottom edge, and a skid attached 
the rear end, the skid hav: 
joined by a flat bottom suj 

placing the first pair of wheels afH the second 
wheels on the pair o.f_f.o.rms. i 
placing concrete into 
..^p ulling t ho-diteh— for 
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18. The method as in claim 17 wherein the ditch forming machine 
is pulled via a tongue attached to the first frame member. 

^-^fh^-m'ernoa as m "STarrm 17 whrereln the ditch forming machine 
further comprises a first pair of stanchions slidably attached to 
the first\frame member in spaced apart fashion, the first pair of 
stanchions capable of being secured in a fixed position relative 
to the first fr^me member and a second pair of stanchions 
slidably attached\x> the second frame member in spaced apart 
fashion, the second pisar of stanchions capable of being secured 
in a fixed position relative to th e second fmmn mn m ho^ 

■ . , . , — — 

20. The method as in claim 17 wherein the open top is larger 
than the open bottom. 

21. The method as in claim 17 wherein the hopper has an upper 
section and a lower section wherein the upper section is wider 
than the lower section. 
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22. The method as in claim 17 wherein the ditch forming machine 
further comprises at least one brace extending between the front 
end and the rear end. 

23. The method as in claim 22 further comprising a chain 
5 attached to the brace. 

^ The mernod as in ctffStTTr-fart^ a baffle 

removably positioned withirNthe hopper. 
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